
Executive Water Finance Board
August 21, 2018





Secondary Water (2010)

• Issue: We had a “new” system built to applicable standards that was 
underperforming

• Overconsumption was leading to water shortages in summer months

• Infrastructure undersized based on consumption
• (25-30% built out of some infrastructure using 100% of capacity)

• Shortage of water rights long term if trends not reversed 
• (Dedicated rights vs. need for new rights based on overconsumption)

• Recessionary impacts in funding

• Drinking water supplementing secondary system

We were in an unsustainable operations and funding model.  

The only viable solution was metering secondary water and reversing 
usage trends.



Proposed Solutions

• Aggressively Implement a Citywide Secondary Water Metering Program

• Implement a tiered consumption rate – Rates calculated based on water rights dedicated 
in development process. 

• Tiered water rates to be used to fund additional water rights and infrastructure to match 
consumption above City Standards. 

• Fees and Rates based on actual cost recovery

• Conservation was a result but secondary to other issues

• Fixed Meter Read System- Allow the user to know real time consumption 
(Implementation Phase)



• 2004 Updated Development Standards (Meter Box)

• $3.4 Million Project

• $250 - $1,000 Retrofit per connection

• All Parks, HOA Common Areas, Homes, Businesses
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10 inches required 
to have green grass  



2010 (before meters) VS. 2015 (after meters)

m 2.54

5.11

10.3

2010 data from data collected during the Saratoga Springs 2013 impact fee updates and the 2015 data is from 2015 billing and production meter data.



Fixed Network Meter Read System

Drinking & Secondary Water
• Hourly Tracking

• User Driven Consumption - real 
time water use for residents  

• Leak Detection –

• Early warning outreach to user 

• System Modeling

• Peak use 

• Rate structure 



Impact Fees
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Central Utah Water Capital Recovery



Affordability to Existing Users or New Development?

Impact Fees, User Rates & Housing 

• Fees:
• Impact Fees: Development Costs

• Water Rights, System, and Storage
• Central Utah Water- All capital 

should be born by the 
development activity

• User Rates:
• To operate, maintain, and improve 

the system
• Infrastructure costs to change Level 

of Service (LOS) or cure a deficiency



Questions?


