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Irrigation 
Water Use in 
Agriculture, 2010

Utah – 75.10%
Idaho – 81.46%
California – 60.77%

Data from USGS, Estimated Use of Water in the United States in 2010, https://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/1405/pdf/circ1405.pdf



Envision Utah study:
98% of Utahns want 
to increase food self-
sufficiency
- July 30, 2015 Utah Dept. of Ag and Food news release



Water Conservation Efforts
Local Leaders and Members



Water Conservation Efforts
“The Church seeks to follow environmentally friendly practices in 

landscaping and water conservation.”
https://www.mormonnewsroom.org/article/environmental-

conservation-stewardship-efforts

https://www.mormonnewsroom.org/article/environmental-conservation-stewardship-efforts


Indoor Water Usage

• The Church operates some small Public Water Systems
• Water Meter Readings in Cities with Secondary Systems

• Use approximately 0.1 acre-feet of water per year
• 800 gallons per week
• Amount varies based on age of facility

• Resource Advisor – Monitors Utility Usage, including water



Church Headquarters Facilities

• Smart controller technology
• 32 smart controllers at various 

headquarter facilities
• Estimated 30% water savings
• Use of recycled water in 

fountains before it is returned to 
the stream



Current Landscape Designs

• Reduced the size of lawns
• 1 acre of landscaped area
• 35%-45% lawn
• 55%-65% shrub/planter

• Encourage the use of:
• Smart controllers, 
• Hydrometers,
• Rain sensors,
• Drip irrigation
• Head-to-head coverage 



Water Conservation Guidelines: 
A Guide for Facilities Managers, 
June 17, 2015



Adaptation of Eco-Regions

• Based on North American 
Commission for Environmental 
Cooperation

• Recommended landscape plans
• Recommended use of smart 

controllers, hydrometers, rain 
sensors, drip irrigation, etc.
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